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The Athenian Mercury. 


Queft. 1.\ WY Hether Jacob wreftled with an 
Angel, or with God himfelf ? 

Anfw. The words are, Gev. 32.24. There 
wreltled a Man with him, c®c. But borh our 
Saviour and his Angels appearing in rhe 
form of Men, are called by that’‘name. See 
Gen. 18. 3. Abraham \ift up his Eyes, and 
“faw three men ftood by him, two of which 
“were Angels— for *tis faid, v.12. The 
“ wen turned their Faces, and went towards 
“ Sodom. But in the rft of the roth.— There 
“ came two Angels to Sodom—yet not only 
“ Tot calls’em men again, v. 8. but rhe 
Holy Ghoft it felf, v. 10. and 12. “ The mex 
“out forth their Hands—-The en faid un- 
“to Lot—yet -¢ngels again 15. and Mex, 16. 
That God, or our Saviour was one of the 
three, may be proved from the sft of the 
18th —* The Lord appeared to Abraham— 
but more plainly afterwards—for ove only 
difcourfes with him, from the 1oth v. to the 
end. “Ae faid—and who that was appears 
from the 13th. And the:Lord (or Jehovah) 
{aid—that communicable Name, applied 
to none but Gods tho’ it’s true that Elohim, 
another of ‘his. Wames, includes the Angels 
alfo. ’Tis evident alfo from what follows, 
v.17. “ And the Lord faid, Shall 1 hide from 
“ Abrabam the ‘thing ‘that I do?—20, — 
“ And the Lord faid, Becaufe the Cry of 
“< Sodom is great; Gc. 22» And the men 
“-eurned their faces to g0 to Sodom, but 
“ Abraham {tood yet before: the Lord.-——- 
But two men wentas before, 1ft of the 19th. 
He then which rémained with ~brabam was 
the third, and that third was God—who al- 
{fo afterwards, as #@feenis by the Text, joyn- 
ed the other two,and appeared to Lor when 
the Angels had‘ brought him out of Sodom, 
’ who in the 18ch ver/e entreating for Zoar, 
fays, “ Not fo,’my Lord. And v. 24. Then 
the Lord rained’ upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
Brimftone and Fire from the Lord out of 
Heaven — Whence the Arrian-Council at 
Sirmium attempt in their Creed to prove a 
diftinction between the Father and Son, 
taking the firft Lord here for the Father,the 
fecond for the Son, tho’ the Orthodox more 
cautioufly prondéunce em to be but one God, 
one Lord.— This'‘premis’d becaufe of the 
affinity of the Argument, we are to remark 
that he who wrettled with facvb is implied 
to be God, becaufe of the name given him 
—— I/rael —and the interpretation — as a 
Prince haft thou power with God—relating 
to his wreftling with him, that is, earneftly 
ftriving in Prayer to him, which had been 
Idolatry (by the Socinians leave) bad he not 
been God. His being ftruck Lame, we 
efteem as a punifhment for his sore rhan 
Holy-boldnefs, or indeed want of Fear and 
Reverence enough towards God, faying po- 
fitively.— “I will not let thee go.—It ap- 
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z pears alfo to have been God from the 
“name of the Place, as ‘twas afterward cal- 
led by Facob ; viz, Penie! or the Face of 
God ; for, fays he, I have feen God Face 
‘to Face; namely,God the Son, who is alf 
call’d an Angel, both in the Old Teftament 
& New, and che Angel or Meflenver of the 
Covenant. And this fufficiently folves thac 
expreffion of Facob, which the Papifts would 
wreft to the defence of their own Angel- 
worihip, that in Gen. 48.16 © The Angel 
a that redeemed me from all evil, blefs the 
Lads! Who was this Angel, but he who 
wreitied with him, which was God. Bur 
the Angel who appeared to him in Padan- 
Aram, cap. 31. who tho’ he’s firft call’d an 
Angel, v. 13. yet when difcourfing with 
him, tells him, “I am-the God of Berhel, 
v.13. and bad him go out of the Land ; 
He whom he prayed to, cap. 31.7.9. when 
in danger of Efan,—and {aid, “‘O God of 
“ my Father 2brabam, and God of my Fa- 
<< 7 : ote 
2 ther J/aac, the Lord Which faid{t unto me, 
, Retura unto thy Country, and to thy 
‘ Kindred— Deliver me, I pray thee, out of 
the hand of-my Brother, which accord- 
ingly he did; and thereapon Facob built 
him an Altar, and called it God, the 
God of I/rael. The fame God who alio ap- 
peared to Adofes in the Buth, Exod 3. who is 
called the Angel of the Lord, inv. 2. But 
in the 4th, Lord and God, and in the 6th, 
The God of Abraham, [ aac and facob, 

Queft. 2. “herher Jepthah bad finnedhad 
he broken bis Vow ? 

Anfw. Let us firft examine what his Vow 
was, cad how he fulalled it; concerning 
which the Learned are of fuch different 
Opinions. The Vow, as we find it in the 
tithof Fudges v. 31. “* Whatfoever cometh 
“ forth of che doors of my Houfe to meet 
* me when I return in peace from the Chil- 
* dren of Ammon, {hall {urely be the Lords, 
* and I will offer it up for a Burnt-offering. 
* And v. 39. He did with her according to 
his Yow which he had vowed. Now the Law 
of a Purnt-offering we know was, that it 
fhou’d be totally confumed on the Alrar— 
Thus Exod.29. 18. To inftance in no more; 
Thou fhale burn the whole Ram upon the 
“ Alcar,it is a Burnt-Sacrifice unto theLord. 
He vowed to offer whatfoever met him for 
a Burnt-Sacrifice ; his Daughter met him; he 
did unto her as he had vowed, therefore he 
facrificed her—- which tho’ feveral Learned 
men are ofa contrary Opinidn, we cannot 
but believe he actually did ic, there being 
fo punctual 2 Law coming fully up to this 
very cafe, Levit. 27. 28,8 29. “No devoted 
“thing that a man {hall devote unto the 
Lord, of all that he hath, borch of MAN 
“and Beat, fhall be fold or redeemed.— 
“Every devoted thing, is moft holy to the 


“ T ord—None devoted which fhall be de- 
“ vored of men fhall be redeemed, BUT 
“cCuALL SURELY BE PUT TO 
“ DEATH. He therefore having opened 
his mouth to the Lord, tho’ he might fiz in 
{0 rafbly doing it, cou d not £9 back « ithe 
out Perjury. and befides, breaking this So- 
lemn Law here twice repeated to make it 
more remarkable, and reaching not only to 
Bealts,put Aven, if devoted to the Lord. — 

Ou, 2. What's the meaning of the Woman 
clot bed with the Sun, having the Moon under 
ber feet, whom we reaa of in the Revelations ? 

rn, All Commentators we ever met 
with, interpret it of the Primitive Chriftian 
Church, who is faid to be clothed with 
‘the Sun, becaufe illuminated with the true 
Faith of Chrilt, the Sun of Righteoutnets. 
By the Afoon under her feet, is generally un- 
derftood her defpifing and trampling thefe 
fublunary things— But a Learned man has 
another curious Conjecture, either that it 
relates to the Feafls and Ceremonies of the 
Jews, which were all marke oat by the 
courle of the Moon, as the New-Moons 
themfelves were cheir principal Holy-days, 
or elfe che Gentile-Idolatry, worthipping of 
Demons, and the Powers of Darknels, 
which might be reprefented by the Moon, 
which rules over the Night, as the contrary 
thereunro, namely, Gotpel light, by the 
chearful Light of the Sun. For the twelve 
Stars, they are, we think, by all, interpreted 
as a Symbol of the Zwelve: Apoftles of the 
Lamb. 

Queft. 4. What Community in your opinion 
comes nigheft tothe Loélrine of our Bleffed Sa- 
viour, the “poftles and Primitive Fathers ? 

Anfiv. Undoubtedly it’s our opinion that 
the Communion we our felves are of, and 
hope to live and dye in, namely thatof the 
Church of Exgland is the beft in the World, 
and neareft to the Doétrine of our Saviour, 
his Apoftles and the Primitive Fathers, and 
unlefs we thought fo, we thould be very ill 
men to continue in it. —But this all che 
World befides think of their own Commu- 
nion as well as weof ours, and pretend too 
to fhew their Reafons for’t. However 
there can be but One right, one zeare/t, 
where-ever it is, tho’ there may be many 
near enmoup!s for Salvation: And that we are 
the neareft , we think wecan make good, 
at leaft are pretry fure has been often al- 
ready made good by better hands with in- 
vincible Reafon. That our Doétrine js 
agreeable to Gods Word, both Papifts and 
Proteftants agree, —- The Papifts blaming 
us not for holding too much, but fornot 
holding ecaough, the Proteftants both a~ 
broad and at home, not finding faule wich 
our Dosirine, but wich our Difcipline gnly, 
which Difcipline, namely, Liturgy and 
Epifcopacy, which we look upon to be the 
Eflentials or Characteritticks of our Church, 
we are certain is agreeable to the practice 
of the Primitive Fathers, —-and for one of 
‘em, viz. Epifcopacy, and that a pre-emi- 
nence of one Presbyter above others, we 


are fure wecan prove it, from the Ages next 
the Apoftles, and from thofe who had con- 
verfed with ’em, if not from the authority 
and practice of the Apoftles themfelves, 
—and defie any who think otherwife to 
fhew any Error which was then Univerfal- 
ly held by the Church of God. 

Queft. 5. Whether be that Begs Pardon for 
a fin before he commits it,and he that refolves 
to Sin avd Repent afterward, are xot aljke 
Penitent ? 

Anfw. We anfwer in the Negative. 
For we may all ask Pardon, even in the 
Lords Prayer, for thofe fins we fhall com- 
mit, through the unavoidable Infirmities of 
our Nature, as. well as for thofe we have 
already committed. —- Whereas he thar 
refolves to fin and repent afterwards, is 
much more guilty than he who through in- 
firmity falls into a fin, without thinking 
at the fame time of Repentance, ~— becaufe 

one is through inadvertency, the other pre- 
meditated. But if the Queftion be under- 
{tood of one who immediately before he 
commits a fin, and refolving then to do it, 
yet begs pardon for’t, ‘tis much the fame 
with the other, and is only a mocking the 
Divine Juftice in both cafes. 

Queft. 6. What fins are molt deftructive 
to Soul and Body, and which i the bef way to 
avoid’em? } 

Anfw. Thisis different in different men, 
according to their particular. conftitutions 
or Inclinations. But in general, ’tis the feve- 
ral forts of Intemperance which, deftroy moft 
men both Soul and Body, we mean the in- 
ordinate fatisfaGtion - of rwo of the grofleft 
fences, the Touch and Ta/t, which as they 
fill che weekly Bills wich Fevers, Confump- 
tions, and fomething worfe, which is fo 
otten fhrowded under che name of the latter, 
fo ‘tis to be fear’d, more inevitably ruine 
the Souls of thofe who.are tormented by 
‘em. —Now the means to avoid thefe fins 
are as many as there are helps toa Chriftian 
Life. ——One however we'd propofe, ( tho’ 
here’s no roomto Preach, nor is’t our de- 
figa to Print Sermons but Mercuries) which 
by God’s Grace may have very good effec 
on thofe who ufe it.--’Tis—once every day to 
get apart from all company, whatever happens, 
tho’ but for a quarter of an hour together, and to 
think upon Death in good earneft, and what 
will certainly follow it if men, either perfift or 
fall into the habit of thofe, or indeed any other 
fins without repentance ? 

Queft. 7. Whether monftrous Births have ra; 
tional Souls, and whether they fhall appear fo at 
the laft day? . 

Anfw. That’s a Atonfter which has any 


thing defective or redundant, either in parts 
or magnitude. A Giantand a Dwarfare Monflers, and fo 
he that is born with fix fingers, or one lef than he ought 
to have upon his hand. Now none will be fo mad to 
lay---therefore they have not rational Souls, - Nay, 
though they fhould appear much more deform’d or 
montirous. --— For their vifg at the laft day, ‘we 
think it Shall be,-as we have formerly expreft it, at 
the greareft perfection of their Natures, for che greater 
rotenicnels of their rewards or punifhments. 


LONDON, Printed for 7. Dunton, 1691. 


